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TYPES OF FICTION

THE DECADE 1880-90 produced more good novels than anjf
previous American decade. Howells was then at his height in
A Modern Instance, The Rise of Silas Lapham, Indian Sum-
mer, A Hazard of New Fortunes; Mark Twain in The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn, A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur's Court; Henry James in Washington Square, The
Portrait of a Lady, The Princess Casamassima, The Tragic
Muse. It was the decade which saw the beginnings and suc-
cesses of Francis Marion Crawford, deft story-teller, and Frank
R. Stockton, delightful inventor of joyous extravaganza. It
was the decade of Wallace's Ben-Hur, of Cable's Grandis-
simes, of E. W. Howe's Stoiy of a Country Town, of Helen
Hunt Jackson's Ramona, of Henry Adams's Democracy and
Esther, and John Hay's Breadwinners, of Constance Fenimore
Woolson's East Angels, of Margaret Deland's John Ward,
Preacher, of Edward Bellamy's Looking Backward In spite
of the popularity of the short story, the novel prospered. The
publication of novels serially in magazines had not yet begun
to decline. Criticism of the art attained a high dignity in
the hands of Howells and Henry James; Bayard Tuckerman
wrote A History of English Prose Fiction (1882) which in-
cluded American authors; and Sidney Lanier used his lectures
on The English Novel (1883) as the vehicle for a load of
passionate opinions concerning literature. By the eighties
practically all the types of fiction known to the United States
had been invented and all of them were in use. Domestic
sentimentalism of course still walked its way of tears with
a sobbing audience. The romance of adventure, though de-
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